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Gamma Nationals  

Throughout the weekend of September 28th, eight GIS officers attend-

ed the 46th Annual Gamma Iota Sigma International Conference in Dal-

las, TX. While at the conference, members were given the opportunity 

to attend a variety of informational sessions.  The members had the 

ability to network and interact with a variety of chapters while attend-

ing this conference. The career fair and educational sessions had over 

60 organizations in attendance for this event. Student interaction and 

participation was highly encouraged at Gamma Nationals. They even 

had student led educational sessions to get Risk Management and In-

surance majors. 

 

 

Gamma Iota Sigma‘s Alpha Kappa Chapter had an 

excellent fall semester filled with many opportuni-

ties for industry involvement and volunteering. The 

chapter totaled around  100 active student members 

and 50 events. Including over 15 volunteer projects.  

Below members make cards for veterans. 

Risk Manager in Residence 

Julie Pemberton, Director of Risk Management and 

compliance at Columbus Regional Airport Authority, 

came to speak at Illinois State on November 6th-7th. 

Before Julie started her work at Columbus Regional 

Airport Authority, she led the Enterprise  Risk, Insur-

ance and Safety department at Outerwall Inc. Julie 

held discussions while on campus, which allowed 

students to gain insight into  the variety of positions 

she has held over the years. Also, Julie attended sev-

eral classes throughout her stay in which she shared 

how  her path led her to become a risk manager.  
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Members of the Alpha Kappa chapter participated in a wide 

range of volunteer activities throughout the fall 2017 semes-

ter. One of Gamma Iota Sigma’s main focuses is on is giving 

back to the community. The Alpha Kappa Chapter focuses on 

giving back to the community. On average, the Chapter did 

one volunteer event per week. A few of the activities includ-

ed volunteering at Home Sweet Home Ministries, working on 

a house for Habitat for Humanity, and cleaning the quad. 

Along with local projects, the Alpha Kappa Chapter also par-

ticipated in the volunteer activity at Gamma Nationals.  

 

Alpha Kappa Volunteers! 
The fall semester began with the annual Association of 

Lloyd’s Brokers Golf Outing in Itasca, IL. While in golfing, stu-

dents were able to network with industry professionals and 

gain knowledge about proper golf etiquette. Following this 

event, the Katie School hosted the annual Alumni / Student 

Golf Outing on September 22nd at Weibring Golf Course. 

Alumni attended the event and talked to students about the 

transition from being a student to an industry professional.  

Overall, students and alumni both had a wonderful time 

getting to know one another on the golf course. If you would 

like to join additional golf outings feel free to reach out to 

Nick Mullinax, the current chapter president. 

Golf Outings 

    Cleaning the Quad L-R: Royal Charles, Mikkel Vogele and Nick Mullinax 

at the ALB Golf Outing 

 Habitat For Humanity  Katie School Alumni Student Golf Outing 



 

 

Midwest Food Bank 

            Home Sweet Home Ministries         Blanket Making 
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        More Community Service! 

         Blanket Making 
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Gamma Birthday Week 

        Sean Fitzgerald 

 

 

 

 

Sean is a senior Risk Management/Insurance and Finance 

double major graduating in May of 2018. He currently 

serves as Director of Recruiting for Gamma Iota Sigma. 

Throughout the fall semester, Sean has been involved in 

many professional development events  this year includ-

ing: Gamma Nationals, Habitat for Humanity, and the Risk 

Manager in Residence program. He is also very active out-

side the Katie School as being an active member of Delta 

Sigma Pi and  working at Illinois State Universities Campus 

Recreations as a Facilities Manager.  

Sean has had multiple internships throughout his time at 

Illinois State University ranging from an Underwriting Pro-

fessional Development Program Intern at Travelers, and as 

a NAPSLO Intern in the Maxum Specialty Insurance Group 

and CRC Swett. Sean was one of the Katie School students 

who interned internationally in Zurich, Switzerland this 

past summer. Sean is very grateful for the opportunities 

and memories with Gamma Iota Sigma and said, 

“Freshman year while I was talking to an officer, he in-

formed me about the ins and outs of the major. After that I 

was sold on the career paths and it shaped my college ca-

reer and future in the best way possible.” 

         Katie Daley 

 

 

 

 

Katie graduated from Illinois State University in 2015 with 

a BS in Insurance and Finance. While attending ISU, Katie 

was on the Gamma Iota Sigma Executive Board and held 

the position of Director of Fundraising.  After graduation, 

Katie  accepted a job with Aon as an Associate Property 

Broker, working in the Minneapolis office from July 2015 

to January 2017. She then decided to transfer to the Chi-

cago office in January 2017 and has been working there 

ever since. Katie was first introduced to the Aon team at 

RIMS 2015 in New Orleans while attending with the Katie 

School of Insurance. 

One of Katie’s greatest achievements  consist of  obtaining 

an ARM designation which assists her in aligning the risks 

and coverage requirements to fit new clients needs. Katie  

enjoys the great moments when her internal colleagues  

request that she work on their accounts. This shows they 

have full confidence in her abilities through the work she 

has done with them in the past.  

Additionally she completed the Aon Launch Program, and 

she was assigned her own book of business with Aon. Alt-

hough being a Sox fan, Katie does reside in Wrigleyville 

while continuing her career with Aon. 

Spotlight 

The Alpha Kappa chapter celebrated the 26th 

birthday of Gamma Iota Sigma with pizza, cake, 

games, and music. This was a great way  for the 

students to relax and enjoy themselves. The 

games were very  enjoyable and allowed for 

members to catch up with other members of the 

chapter.  
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International Internships 

London, England 

Nick Mullinax and Maggie Flynn 

Zurich, Switzerland 

Royal Charles and Sean Fitzgerald 

Bermuda 

Libby Schrishuhn  and Morgan Loy  
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Where Are They Now? 2017 Officer Updates 

 

Bri Allen  
Willis Towers Watson 

Matt Dubiel  
Starr Companies 

Vlada Gudzenko  
COUNTRY Financial   

Rebekah Verbeke 
BITCO 

Marie Bedoun  
Willis Towers Watson 

Ethan Witting  
GenStar  

Emily Tomaszewski  
Lockton 

Judy Cheng  
Pinnacle Actuarial 
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Gamma 2017 Fall Calendar 

 

Date Day Time Location Event Dress 

*Aug. 25-27 Fri-Sun All Day Columbus, OH Gamma Iota Sigma Leadership Con-
ference Bus. Casual 

^Aug. 31 Thurs 10:00am–3:00pm ISU Quad Festival ISU Gamma Gear 

*Sept. 7 Thurs All Day Chicago, IL Katie Advisory Board Bus. Profession-
al 

Sept. 9 Sat 9:00am-12:00pm Normal, IL Home Sweet Home Ministries Vol-
unteering Casual 

Sept. 12 Tues All Day SFH Travelers Day Bus. Casual 

Sept. 12 Tues 6:30-7:50pm SFH 366 1st General Meeting Casual 

Sept. 13 Wed 11:30am-1:30pm SFH 412 Mid-IL RIMS Lunch Bus. Casual 

Sept. 14 Thurs 6:00-7:15pm SFH 368 Internship Fair Professional Devel-
opment Bus. Casual 

Sept. 16 Sat 8:00am-12:00pm Bloomington, IL Habitat for Humanity Volunteering Casual 

Sept. 18 Mon 5:00-6:00pm SFH 355 Great American Information Session Bus. Casual 

Sept. 18 Mon 6:30-7:30pm CAT Auditorium CNA Diversity & Inclusion Panel Bus. Casual 

Sept. 19 Tues 11:30am-1:00pm SFH 430 M3 Insurance Lunch and Learn Bus. Casual 

^Sept. 19 Tues 4:00-7:00pm Bone Student Center Fall Internship Fair Bus. Profession-
al 

Sept. 20 Wed 5:00-6:00pm SFH 355 NAPSLO Info Session Bus. Casual 

Sept. 21 Thurs All Day Lemont, IL ALB Golf Outing Bus. Casual 

Sept. 21 Thurs 5:00-5:30pm ISU Quad Clean the Quad Casual 

Sept. 22 Friday All Day Weibring Golf Course Katie Alumni/Student Golf Outing Bus. Casual 

Sept. 25-26 Mon-Tues 8:00am-12:00pm SFH 432 WNET Mock Interviews Bus. Profession-
al 

Sept. 26 Tues 5:00-8:00pm Chateau Hotel & Conference 
Center CPCU Society Expo Bus. Casual 

Sept. 27 Wed 5:00-6:00pm SFH 355 HDI Info Session Bus. Casual 

Sept. 26-28 Tues-Thurs All Day Chicago, IL National Risk Retention Association 
Conference 

Bus. Profession-
al 

*Sept. 28-Oct 1 Thurs-Sun All Day Dallas, TX Gamma Nationals Bus. Profession-
al 
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Oct. 2 Monday All Day SFH Aon Day Bus. Casual 

^Oct. 3 Tues 4:00-7:00pm Redbird Arena Fall Career Fair Bus. Profession-
al 

Oct. 3 Tues 6:30-7:50pm SFH 366 2nd General Meeting Bus. Casual 

Oct. 6 Friday 8:30am-10:30am Normal, IL Midwest Food Bank Volunteering Casual 

Oct. 9-10 Mon-Tues All Day Chicago, IL Chicagoland Risk Forum Bus. Profession-
al 

Oct. 12 Thurs All Day SFH Swiss Re Day Bus. Casual 

Oct. 13 Friday TBD SFH Swiss Re Interviews Bus. Profession-
al 

Oct. 13 Friday 9:00-11:30am Bloomington, IL Home Sweet Home Ministries Vol-
unteering Casual 

Oct. 16 Mon 5:00-6:00pm SFH 412 Blanket Making Volunteering Casual 

Oct. 17 Tues 11:30am-1:30pm Growmark Learning Center Mid-IL RIMS Lunch Bus. Casual 

Oct. 18 Wed 6:15-7:15pm CAT Auditorium Healthcare Financial Management 
Panel Bus. Casual 

Oct. 19 Thurs 5:00-6:30pm Bowling and Billiards Center Gamma Iota Sigma Bowling Casual 

*Oct. 19-20 Thurs-Fri All Day Atlanta, GA Troy University Symposium Bus. Profession-
al 

Oct. 20 Friday 1:00-3:00pm SFH 368 Gamma Alumni Council Symposium Casual 

Oct. 23 Mon 11:30am-1:00pm SFH 412 Amica Mutual Insurance Lunch and 
Learn Bus. Casual 

Oct. 24 Tues 6:15pm TBD Cards for Veterans Casual 

Oct. 25 Wed 8:00-11:00am Chicago, IL Katie School Executive Forum Bus. Profession-
al 

Oct. 25 Wed 5:00-6:00pm Normal, IL Halloween Policy Fundraiser Casual 

Nov. 1 Wed 5:00-6:00pm SFH 357 Speed Networking Casual 

Nov. 3 Friday 8:30-10:30am Normal, IL Midwest Food Bank Volunteering Casual 

Nov. 3 Friday 2:00-4:00pm SFH 131 Business Writing and Web- Literacy 
Seminar Casual 

Nov. 6-7 Mon-Tues All Day SFH Risk Manager in Residence Bus. Casual 

Nov. 7 Tues 6:00-7:30pm SFH 430 Gamma Birthday Party Casual 
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Nov. 8 Wed 5:00-6:15pm SFH 357 3rd General Meeting Bus. Casual 

Nov. 9 Thurs 11:00am-4:00pm Manchester/Hewitt – Es-
calante Room Blood Drive Casual 

Nov. 10 Fri 11:30am-1:00pm SFH 430 Captives Lunch and Learn Bus. Casual 

Nov. 13 Mon 5:00-6:00pm SFH 430 International Internship Info Session Bus. Casual 

Nov. 14 Tues 11:30am-1:00pm Growmark Learning Center Mid-IL RIMS Lunch Bus. Casual 

Dec. 5 Tues 6:30-7:50pm SFH 366 4th General Meeting Bus. Casual 

Dec. 6 Wed 11:30am-1:00pm   Lunch with Endowed Chair Candi-
date Bus. Casual 

Dec. 8 Fri 8:30-10:30am Normal, IL Midwest Food Bank Volunteering Casual 



 

 

 

Vanessa Contreras (09) is now at SCOR Re in Chicago as Vice 
President, Professional Liability.  She had previously been at Mu-
nich Re for 8 years in a similar role. 

 

Dawn (Skaggs) Forden (99) joined Zurich North America in Chi-
cago as the Midwest Territory Leader for the Umbrella and Excess 
Team.  She comes to Zurich North America after spending 18 years 
at Swiss Reinsurance.   

 

Drew Hannan (11) and his wife Maeve welcomed Nash O’Brien 
Hannan born 9/1/2017 at 12:42 a.m. was 9 lbs. 7 oz. and 21”. 

 

Lauren (Leggett) Melzer (08) joined Arthur J  Gallagher in May 
2017. She is part of the marketing and carrier relations team, and 
manages the relationship for several top carrier partners on a nation-
al basis.” 

 

Toby Petzel (06) and Elyse Klimek (11) tied the knot in Cancun, 
Mexico on May 13, 2017 surrounded by family and friends. Toby is 
a Vice President at Allianz and Elyse is an Executive Underwriter 
with The Hartford. 

 

Kyle (04) and Kristin (10) Powal  plus big sister Evie (2) welcomed 
William Thomas on September 2, 2017. 

 

Joanna (Leggett) Whitaker (10) was married in September 2017, 
and she and her Charles reside in Chicago. She is at Argo as a Com-
mercial Surety Underwriter.  

 

Stephanie (Sorenson) Wig (12) and her husband Joe (a December 
2010 COB graduate) welcomed their son Colton Joseph Wig to the 
world on August 14th, 2017!  He is 4 months old now and already 
loves cheering on the Redbirds!  
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Where Are They 

Now? 

       Nash Hannan         Colton Wig 

       Mr. and Mrs. Toby Petzel 

  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Whitaker  

Evie and William Powal  



 

 

Scott Damery, Evan Young and Nate Horrie 
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          Katie School Alumni/Student Golf Outing 

Michael Cappel, Chris Fortunato,  Tony Lavelle 

and James Peachey 

Katie alumni and student on the course 
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         Katie School Alumni/Student Golf Outing 

Peyton Ferrara, Zach McElroy, Ethan 

Witting and Sara Ploch 

Royal Charles, Jake Morris, Nick 

Mullinax and Aaron Puntriano 

Putting  for a birdie! 
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     National Risk Retention Association Conference 

Ian Mayster, Caitlyn LoCascio and Joseph Mensah 

Caitlyn LoCascio, Ian Mayster, Pat Talley 

from Lloyd’s Illinois and Joseph Mensah 



 

 

Nick Mullinax, Maggie Flynn, Sean Fitzgerald, Lauryn Ap-

pelbaum, Libby Schrishuhn, Morgan Loy, Dean Johnson 

and Aaron Puntriano 

Nick Mullinax, Lauryn Appelbaum, Sean Fitzgerald, Maggie 

Flynn, Libby Schrishuhn, Aaron Puntriano, Morgan Loy and 

Dean Johnson 
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           Gamma Nationals 

Jon Perry, Dean Johnson, Aaron Puntriano 

and Nick Mullinax 



 

 

Dean Johnson, Mira Andreeva, Libby Schrishuhn, host 

John Hamman from AIG, Maggie Flynn, Sean Fitzgerald, 

Morgan Loy, Nick Mullinax and Aaron Puntriano 

Aaron Puntriano, Maggie Flynn, Dean Johnson, Nick Mullinax, Sean Fitzgerald, Jon Perry, 

Jake Timmins, Libby Schrishuhn, Morgan Loy and Lauryn Appelbaum 
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       Gamma Nationals 

Dean Johnson, Lauryn Appelbaum, Nick Mullinax, 

Libby Schrishuhn, Aaron Puntriano, Morgan Loy, 

Sean Fitzgerald and Maggie Flynn 



 

 

   Judy Cheng 

James Feiner 
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         Gamma Nationals Career Fair 

   Mira Andreeva 

   Corinne McCarter 



 

 

Steve Dudek and Craig Hawes 

   Matt Dubiel 
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       ISU Career Fair 

   Mark Whitlock 



 

 

Katie School alumni and students attend-

ing the Insurance Executive Forum 

   Forum Panelists 
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 Katie School Executive Forum 

Adrian Vila, Aaron Puntriano, Nick Mullinax 

and Royal Charles 



 

 

Aaron Puntriano, Caitlyn LoCascio, Libby Schrishuhn, Maggie Flynn, 

Morgan Loy, Haley Eckstein, Peyton Ferrara, Sara Ploch, and Royal 

Charles 

Travis Ahrens and Morgan Loy Shoba Rajanahally and Sara Ploch 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum   



 

 

Ross Amend and Royal Charles  Peyton Ferrara and Jason Mezyk 

Caitlyn LoCascio and Ellen Michael 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum   

Aaron Puntriano and Teresa Severson 



 

 

Laura Meade and Maggie Flynn  Anna Grover and Morgan Loy 

Amanda Ruback and Libby Schrishuhn Judy Silverman and Haley Eckstein 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum   



 

 

Katie School alumni and students 
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  Gamma Alumni Symposium 

  Karly Shannon Michelle Godbey 

Bri Allen and Karly Shannon     Jon Perry 



 

 

 

Frannie Epps and Tori Greenfield 
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Matt Dubiel and Ethan Witting 

Industry Events 

Raymond Hernandez, Matt Dubiel and Laura Meade 

Matt Dubiel, Rob Dunn and Ethan Witting 



 

 

 

    Pat Doyle 
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Patrick and Dawn Forden 

Katie School Golf Classic 

Bill Lally and Casey Koontz 

        Eric Mutch and Kevin Conner 



 

 

 

            Bill Jones  
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Matt Dubiel and Javier Zavala 

Katie School Golf Classic 

Pat Doyle, Jackson Gardner, Casey Koontz 

and Joe Emerich 

Kevin Conner, Eric Mutch and Matt Murphy 
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Matt Murphy, Katie Dalo, Stan Yanz and Allen Kus 

Cubs Games 

Tom Ear, Brett Glaser, Bill Jones, Eric Mutch, Jim Bowen, Ben Tiffany, Jon Perry, Tyler Hall, Stephanie Hitchins, 

Kelsey Mroczka, Eric Pan and Andy Vuong 

Katie Dalo, Matt Murphy, Thomas Fitzgerald and Tanner Schultz 



 

 

 

Kevin Conner and Lauren Peggau 
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Courtney Guzzino and Emily Tomaszewski 

Katie Alumni At Work 

Matt Murphy and Kevin Maess 

Kevin Maess and Kevin Conner 



 

 

 

Marie Bedoun, Payton Florey, Bri Allen and 

Morgan Loy 
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Katie Alumni At Work  

Matt Murphy and Kevin Conner 

Lauren Peggau and Savannah Buckles  



 

 

 

Vince Porter and Rob Regis 
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Sarah Anderson, Tiffany McBride, Ashley Rieger, Ben Tiffany , 

and Jean Celestin 

Katie Alumni At Work  

Katie Daley, Courtney Lamar and Sara Hogan 

        Tom Groff 



 

 

 

Ben Delinski 
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  Zach Green 

Katie Alumni At Work 

Matt Britton, Cara Quinn and Jon Perry 

Jimmy Oakes and Nicole Lacy 



 

 

 

Ethan Witting, Maggie Flynn, Nick Mullinax and Brianna Gatto 
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Katie Alumni At Work 

 

IMG_1480.MOV



 

 

 

  Anna Milliken 
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Anna Milliken and Seth Davis 

Katie Alumni At Work 

  Jennifer Sendre   Chris Hubbard 



 

 

 

Mike Liedke and Marcie Stephen 
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Andy Vuong, Javier Zavala and Jeremy Gallico 

IICF Rock for Charity 

Mike Liedke, Debbie Babcock and Javier Zavala 

Chris Craveiro and Andy Vuong 



 

 

 

Javier Zavala and Matt Dubiel 
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Andy Vuong, Stephanie Hitchins and Javier Zavala 

IICF Rock for Charity 

Marcie Stephan and Debbie Babcock with  

Alfonso Ribeiro and others at the Insurance 

Business Awards gala event 

Marcie Stephan and Faye Callahan
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IICF Week of Giving 

Ashley Rieger and Shelby Punke 



 

 

 

Courtney Lamar, Sara Hogan and Katie Daley 
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Katie Daley, Libby Schrishuhn, Courtney 

Lamar and Sara Hogan 

Katie Alumni in the Classroom 

Erin Dullard and Amanda Weiman Amanda Weiman and Ern Dullard 



 

 

 

Jean Celestin, Patrick O’Brien and Jackson Gardner 
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Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O’Brien 

Katie Alumni Allover 

Cara Quinn, Morgan Loy, Erin Maciasz, Faye Callahan 

and Sarah Anderson 

Amy Johnson 



 

 

 

Brett Glaser, Brianna Gatto and Jeremy Gallico 
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Mr. and Mrs. Eric Mutch 

Katie Alumni Allover  

Corrine McCarter, Amy Gibson, Jason Engle, Debbie Babcock, Mae-

gan Lunte, Jake Timmins, Paul Sikora and Mira Andreeva Mr. and Mrs. Jake Timmins and Gracie 
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Katie Alumni Allover  

Vanessa Contreras and Jake Timmins Frank Busch  

Tom Groff and Aaron Puntriano 
Jake Timmins, Jeremy Gallico, Vanessa Contreras, Andy Vuong, 

Jon Perry, Debbie Babcock, Doug Johnson and Stephanie Hitchins 
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Katie Alumni Allover  

Maggie Flynn, Ashley Rieger, Adam Beach and Jake Morris  

Thomas Fitzgerald, Karly Shannon and Jon Perry Jake Morris, Ashley Rieger, Adam Beach and 

Maggie Flynn 
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Katie Alumni Allover 

Ashley Rieger and Amy Johnson 

Adam McGuckin, Scott Walding and Ian Mayster 

Bill Jones, Emily Tomaszewski, Maggie Flynn, Gene 

Baerwolf, Jennifer Sendre and Jim Bowen 

Jake Morris,  Nick Mullinax, Maggie Flynn, 

Ben Dyer, Jenny Trowitch and Dylan Smalley 
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Katie Alumni Allover 

Tommy Mullins and Karly Shannon  

Maggie Flynn and Matt Dubiel 

Courtney Guzzino, Laura Rauba, Maggie Flynn 

and Emily Tomaszewski 

 Erica Braun, Tommy Mullins, and  

Madeline Wojciak 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Brett Glaser, Nate Yanz, Brianna Gatto and Sarah Turek 

Christy Johnson, Karoline Kniss, Elyse Wright and Zach 

Kramer 

Andy Vuong and Vince Porter 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Ethan Witting and Matt Dubiel 

Vince Porter and Kelsey Mroczka  James Peachey and Toby Petzel 

Casey Koontz and Tanner Schultz 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Kelsey Mroczka, Tyler Hall and Sarah Turek 

James Peachey, Tanner Schultz and Matt Dubiel 

Mark Rogina and Brett Glaser 


