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On  Thursday, October 18th at the Four Seasons Hotel in Chicago , the 4th 

Katie School Hall of Fame Dinner was held. Honorees contributed to the 

success of the Katie School and development of talent in the insurance 

industry. The Hall of Fame event  publicly honors individuals and organiza-

tions that are doing, or have done, exemplary work in the insurance in-

dustry. Students valued having the opportunity to attend and network 

with industry professionals throughout the evening.  

 

 

Illinois State University’s Alpha Kappa Chapter of 

Gamma Iota Sigma has managed to have an array 

of events for another year. There are over 130 

members and the chapter had over 60 events for 

the Fall semester, 15 of which being volunteer 

events. Students took advantage of the opportu-

nities presented and are looking forward to next 

semester.  

Risk Manager in Residence   

Gail Kiyomura  

Gail is the Deputy Director of Human Resources 

for the city of Stockton. She gave students great 

advice and more background on what it is like to 

be a Risk Manager. Gail spoke about different sit-

uations that she had been involved with including 

one of the worst gas explosions in history. Stu-

dents enjoyed having her on campus and the op-

portunity to hear about many other experiences 

as well.  

 

             Katie School Hall of Fame Dinner 



 

 

Page 2 Gamma Iota Sigma Alumni Newsletter 

 

Follow us on social media!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Caroline Wilieko and Trey Kolenda 

attended the 2018 WSIA Troy Symposium in At-

lanta, GA. They were able to network during the 

career fair and also connect with other students. 

They attended different sessions and valued 

getting to hear from an E&S Broker and Under-

writer. Caroline and Trey benefitted from learn-

ing about a variety of E&S topics, and they took 

advantage of the opportunities there.  

WSIA Troy Symposium  

On Instagram: 

@alphakappagis 

On Facebook: 

Gamma Iota Sigma—Alpha Kappa Chapter 

Students have been given the chance to learn 

about a variety of topics and companies 

throughout many different Lunch and Learns. 

Some of these companies and organizations in-

clude American Family, CNA Insurance, M3 and 

the Mid-Illinois RIMS Chapter.  

Lunch & Learns 

Gamma Iota Sigma co-hosted a 

member picnic and scavenger hunt 

with Illinois State’s Actuarial Club. 

Katelynn Pankhurst said, “I felt as if 

this was a perfect opportunity for 

new members to get involved and 

collaborate with our chapter’s Ex-

ecutive Board. Not only that, but it 

provided an opportunity to net-

work with students we don’t usual-

ly have the chance to interact with 

as much.” 

Gamma and Actuarial Club  

Scavenger Hunt and Picnic 



 

 

Home Sweet Home Ministries 

Midwest Food Bank 
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Send news to:  

debbie.babcock@ilstu.edu 

Volunteer Efforts 

Sunny Side Garden 
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Send news to:  

debbie.babcock@ilstu.edu 

IICF Week of Giving 

Max Johnson, Travis Kniep, Luke Reiser, Adrian Villa, Alexa 

Zito, Hannah Crawley & Sal D’Acquisto Travis Kniep, Max Johnson, Hannah Crawley, Adrian 

Villa, Alexa Zito & Luke Reiser 

BINGO at a local nursing home Habitat for Humanity  
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   Kelsie Klingenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelsie is a senior Actuarial Science major graduating in De-

cember of 2018. For the 2017-2018 school year, Kelsie 

served as the Actuarial Liaison for Gamma Iota Sigma. Her 

current role on the Executive Board is as the Student Con-

sultant. Kelsie has actively attended events since her fresh-

man year, and she is also a part of several other organiza-

tions on campus. These include being President of the Ac-

tuarial Club, being on the Executive Board of Alternative 

Breaks, working for Admissions, and attending Toastmas-

ters meetings. Kelsie is very grateful for everything that 

ISU, the Katie School, and alumni have done for her and 

hopes to be a supportive member of the alumni communi-

ty. Kelsie is going to miss all of her extracurricular involve-

ment and friends that she has experienced at ISU.  

Since sophomore year of high school, Kelsie knew that she 

wanted to be an actuary since she has always been pas-

sionate about mathematics and values the combination 

with the business world. The summer going into her Junior 

year, she interned with Reinsurance Group of America as 

an Actuarial Intern on its pricing team. The following sum-

mer, she was an Actuarial Intern at Northwestern Mutual 

on the Risk Experience Analytics Team. After graduation, 

Kelsie will be working for Reinsurance Group of America in 

an actuarial role focused on Mortality Studies, in Chester-

field, MO. 

In her free time Kelsie enjoys typography and likes to bake, 

cook, and deer hunt. A personal goal of hers is to open her 

own Etsy shop to sell her DIY projects similar to ones she 

has created for friends throughout the years.  

         Matt Dubiel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt joined GIS after deciding to pick up Insurance/Risk 

Management as his second major during his junior year. 

His brother introduced him to Debbie Babcock who en-

couraged Matt to get involved. He remembers the first 

event that he attended was dinner with the Risk Manager 

of Aramark, Debbie Rodgers. From then on he says he 

knew he was on the right path. He stayed involved until 

graduation and served as secretary of the Alpha Kappa 

Chapter his senior year. GIS gave him experiences that led 

him to know he wanted to be an underwriter.  

His first insurance experience was being selected as one of 

the international interns in Zurich, Switzerland. He was 

extremely grateful that the Katie School gave him the op-

portunity to go. He then was an intern at Liberty Mutual in 

the commercial underwriting division.  

“My favorite GIS memories were for sure all of the great 

trips that we went on—RIMS in Philadelphia, the National 

Conference in Columbus and of course all of our trips up 

to Chicago.” 

After graduation Matt accepted a job with Starr in Chicago 

as an Underwriting Associate in their Risk Management 

Casualty division. He spent a year in its Global Associates 

training program and then became an Underwriter in the 

same division.   

“My favorite part about being a Katie School Alumnus is 

the bond you share with other alumni and current stu-

dents.” Matt enjoys meeting someone who has that in-

stant connection, and being able to connect with stu-

dents. 

 

Spotlight 
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Summer 2018 International Internships 

London, England 

Alexa Zito & Travis Kniep  

Zurich, Switzerland 

Max Johnson & Luke Reiser 

Bermuda 

Sal D’Acquisto & Adrian Villa 
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Where Are They Now? 2017-2018 Officers 

Nick Mullinax 
AIG 

Maggie Flynn 
Lockton 

Aaron Puntriano 
Erie Insurance 

Morgan Loy 
Travelers 

Caitlyn LoCascio 
Starr Companies 

Peyton Ferrara 
Chubb 

Lauryn Appelbaum 
Great American  

Royal Charles 
Sompo 

Sean Fitzgerald 
Sompo 

Dean Johnson 
Milliman 

Kelsie Klingenberg 
RGA 

Sarah Ploch 
West Bend 

Libby Schrishuhn 
Aon 
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Gamma 2018 Fall Calendar 

 

Date Day Time Location Event Dress 

*Aug. 24-26 Fri-Sun All Day Columbus, OH Gamma Iota Sigma Leadership Con-
ference Bus. Casual 

^Aug. 30 Thu 10:00–3:00pm ISU Quad Festival ISU Gamma Gear 

Aug. 30 Thu 5:00-10:00pm Peoria, IL Peoria Chiefs Game (RLI) Bus. Casual 

Sep. 4 Tue 6:00pm STV 401 Catastrophe Modeling Presentation Bus. Casual 

^Sep. 4 Tue 3:00-6:00pm Bone Student Center Fall Part-Time Fair Bus. Profes-
sional 

Sep. 5 Wed 6:30-7:50pm SFH 357 1st General Meeting Bus. Casual 

Sep. 6 Thu 6:00pm STV 401 RLI Visit Bus. Casual 

*Sep. 6 Thu All Day Chicago, IL Katie Advisory Board Bus. Profes-
sional 

Sep. 8 Sat 1:00-3:00pm Normal, IL Midwest Food Bank Casual 

Sep. 12 Wed 11:30-1:30pm SFH 430 Mid-IL RIMS Lunch Bus. Casual 

Sep. 13 Thu 6:00pm STV 401 RGA Visit Bus. Casual 

Sep. 15 Sat 9:00-1:00pm Normal, IL 2k Obstacle Challenge 
Volunteering Casual 

Sep. 18 Tue 8:00-11:00am Chicago, IL Katie School Executive Forum Bus. Profes-
sional 

Sep. 21 Fri All Day Weibring Golf Course Katie Alumni/Student Golf Outing Bus. Casual 

Sep. 22 Sat 9:00-12:00pm Bloomington, IL Habitat for Humanity Volunteering Casual 

Sep. 24 Mon 5:00-6:00pm STV 401 Erie Insurance Presentation Bus. Casual 

Sep. 24 Mon 6:00pm STV 401 Humana Visit Bus. Casual 

Sep. 30 Sun 6:00-7:30pm Bloomington, IL West Bloomington Active Garden 
Volunteering Casual 

Oct. 1 Mon 12:15-1:30pm SFH 412 CNA Lunch & Learn Bus. Casual 

Oct. 1 Mon 5:00-6:00pm SFH 430 WSIA Internship Info Session Bus. Casual 

^Oct. 2 Tue 4:00-7:00pm Redbird Arena Fall Internship & Career Fair Bus. Profes-
sional 

Oct. 2 Tue 11:30-1:00pm SFH 430 M3 Insurance Lunch and Learn Bus. Casual 
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Gamma 2018 Fall Calendar 

 

Date Day Time Location Event Dress 

Oct. 3 Wed 6:30-7:50pm SFH 357 2nd General Meeting Casual 

Oct. 3-4 Wed-Thu All Day Chicago, IL NRRA Conference Bus. Profes-
sional 

*Oct. 4-7 Thu-Sun All Day Chicago, IL Gamma Nationals Bus. Profes-
sional 

Oct. 8 Mon 5:00-6:30pm SHF 430 Munich Re Day Bus. Casual 

Oct. 10 Wed 11:30-1:30pm SFH 430 Mid-IL RIMS Lunch Bus. Casual 

Oct. 10 Wed 4:00-5:00pm SFH 370 Acuity Info Session Bus. Casual 

Oct. 17 Wed 2:30-4:30pm Normal, IL Campfire Social Night 
Volunteering Casual 

Oct. 18 Thu 5:45-7:00pm Normal, IL Bingo Night- Assisted Living Vol-
unteering Casual 

*Oct. 18 Thu All Day Four Seasons Hotel Katie Hall of Fame Dinner Bus. Profes-
sional 

Oct. 19 Fri 12:00-2:00pm COB Atrium GIS & AC Picnic Casual 

Oct. 20 Sat 8:00-12:00pm Normal, IL Habitat for Humanity Volunteering Casual 

Oct. 24 Wed 5:00-6:00pm SFH 412 HDI Global Info Session Bus. Casual 

Oct. 25 Thu 8:30-11:30am Bloomington, IL State Farm Insurance Risk Manage-
ment Tour Bus. Casual 

Oct. 25 Thu 2:00-4:00pm Redbird Arena (Lower Level) ISU Risk Management Tour Bus. Casual 

Oct. 26 Fri 1:00-4:00pm Bloomington, IL Home Sweet Home Ministries Vol-
unteering Casual 

Oct.26 Fri 1:00-4:00pm SFH 22C Tableau Learning Session (pt.1) Bus. Casual 

Oct. 29 Mon 6:00-8:30pm SFH 22C Tableau Learning Session 
(pt.2) Bus. Casual 

Oct. 30 Tue 5:00-6:00pm SFH 370 Chubb Info Session Bus. Casual 

Oct. 31 Wed All Day SFH 125 Chubb Interviews Bus. Profes-
sional 

Oct. 31 Wed 4:30-8:00pm Bone Student Center Trick or Treat for Change Casual 

*Nov. 1-2 Thu-Fri All Day Atlanta, GA Troy University Symposium Bus. Profes-
sional 

Nov. 2 Fri 10:00-12:00pm SFH 430 Business Writing in Insurance Bus. Casual 
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Gamma 2018 Fall Calendar 

 

Date Day Time Location Event Dress 

Nov. 2 Fri 2:00-4:00pm Normal, IL Midwest Food Bank Volunteering Casual 

Nov. 5 Mon 8:00-8:45pm SFH 430 International Internship- Info Ses-
sion Bus. Casual 

Nov. 6 Tue 11:30-1:00pm SFH 430 Lunch w/ Risk Manager in Resi-
dence Bus. Casual 

Nov. 6 Tue 2:30-4:30pm SFH 430 Mid-IL RIMS Bus. Casual 

Nov.6 Tue 6:00-8:00pm Baxter’s Dinner w/ Risk Manager in Resi-
dence 

Bus. Profes-
sional 

Nov. 6 Tue 6:00pm TBD Pinnacle Actuarial Resources 
Presentation Bus. Casual 

Nov. 7 Wed 12:00-1:30pm SFH 430 Lunch w/ Risk Manager in Resi-
dence Bus. Casual 

Nov. 7 Wed 6:30-7:50pm SFH 357 3rd General Meeting Bus. Casual 

Nov.7 Wed 8:00-10:00pm Bloomington, IL Dinner w/ Risk Manager in Resi-
dence 

Bus. Profes-
sional 

Nov. 8 Thu 12:00-2:00pm Bone Student Center CPCU All Industry Day Bus. Casual 

Nov. 9 Fri 11:30-12:30pm SFH 353 Endowed Chair Candidate Presenta-
tion Bus. Casual 

Nov. 9 Fri 12:30-1:30pm SFH 433 Lunch with Endowed Chair Candi-
date Bus. Casual 

Nov. 9 Fri 9:00-1:30pm 
2:00-6:30pm Bloomington, IL Home Sweet Home Ministries Vol-

unteering Casual 

Nov. 12-13 Mon-Tue  All Day Chicago, IL Chicagoland Risk Forum Bus. Profes-
sional 

Nov. 14 Wed 11:30-1:00pm SFH 430 American Family Insurance Lunch 
& Learn Bus. Casual 

Nov. 15 Thu 11:00-4:00pm Bowling & Billiards ISU American Red Cross Blood Drive Casual 

Nov. 15 Thu 5:30-7:30pm Bowling & Billiards ISU GIS Bowling Night Casual 

Nov. 28 Wed 4:00-5:30pm SFH 430 LinkedIn/Resume Workshop Bus. Casual 

Nov. 30 Fri 2:00-5:00pm Bloomington, IL YWCA Volunteering Casual 

Dec. 5 Wed 6:30-7:50pm SFH 357 4th General Meeting Casual 
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         Katie School Alumni/Student Golf Outing 

Adam McGuckin, Kyle Theophilus, Scott 

Walding and Max Johnson  

Justin Richards, Kevin Ahlgrim 

and Pat Doyle  

Connor Simios, Rebekah 

Verbeke and Adrian Vila 

(taking photo) 
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RLI / Peoria Chiefs Game 

Katie School  students and  Katie Alumni 

Katie School students and Katie Alumni in the RLI 



 

 

Page 13 Gamma Iota Sigma Alumni Newsletter 

 
Send news to:  

debbie.babcock@ilstu.edu 

Gamma Iota Sigma Leadership Symposium  

Adrian Villa & Erika Sreenan 

Adrian presenting at the conference 
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NRRA Conference 

Caroline Wilieko, Josh Jaworski, Justin Waller, Luke Hoerr, Cody Walsh, Ian Mayster, and Katie Worner 



 

 

Sal D'Acquisto, Hannah Crawley, Travis Kniep, Max John-

son, Adrian Villa, Cody Walsh, and Alexa Zito 

Debbie Babcock, Travis Kniep, Sal D’Acquisto, Hannah Craw-

ley, Adrian Villa, Alexa Zito, Kelsie Klingenberg and Caroline 

Wilieko 
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           Gamma Nationals 

Erika Sreenan, Adrian Villa, Kelsie Klingenberg, 

Travis Kniep, Sean Powers, Alexander Ostojic, 

and Megan Smalter as they work the registra-

tion table. 



 

 

   Mike Paradiso and Nicki McArdle 

    Katie Daley 
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         Gamma Nationals Career Fair 

   Doug Johnson 

   Eric Mutch 



 

 

   James Feiner 
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         Gamma Nationals Career Fair 

   Lauren Peggau and Thomas Klingner 

      Ethan Witting 

  Libby Schrishuhn 



 

 

   James Feiner 
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         Gamma Nationals Career Fair 

   Sean Fitzgerald and Royal Charles 
Morgan Loy 

Adam Beach Nick Mullinax 



 

 

Allison Slater, Kelsie Klingenberg, Morgan Loy and        

Lauryn Appelbaum 
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          Gamma Nationals  

   Jake Timmins, Karly Shannon and  Tom Mullins 

Nick Mullinax with Alpha  Kappa Award 
Katie Alumni!! 
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             Gamma Nationals  

   Katie Alumni and some adopted ones, too! 

Morgan Loy 

Peyton Ferrara and Tanner Schultz   Bri Allen and Matt Dubiel 
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             Gamma Nationals  

   Morgan Loy and Sean Fitzgerald 

    Jeremy Gallico 

     Jon Perry 

  Kelsey Mroczka  
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             Gamma Nationals  

   Katie School students with Nick Mullinax Katie Daley, Lauren Peggau and Thomas Klingner 

Jon Perry and Katie School students Jeremy Gallico, Andy Vuong, Debbie Babcock, Jon 

Perry and Doug Johnson 



 

 

     Nick Eash  

   Matt Dubiel and Caitlyn LoCascio 
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      ISU Career Fair 

   Ryan Curran 



 

 

Dawn Forden  

         The CNA Guys 
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     ISU Career Fair 

   Breck Swinford 



 

 

Katie School alumni and students attend-

ing the Insurance Executive Forum 

   Forum Panelists 
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 Katie School Insurance Executive Forum 

Erika Sreenan, Caroline Wilieko, Mark Mur-

doch, Alexa Zito, Hannah Crawley, Travis 

Kniep, Adrian Villa, Luke Hoerr, & Kelsie 

Klingenberg 



 

 

Adrian Villa, Sal D’Acquisto, John Schlosser, Sean Powers, Kyle Theophi-

lus, Megan Smalter, Erika Sreenan, Caroline Wilieko, Alexander Ostojic, 

Trey Kolenda, and Justin Waller 

Caroline Wilieko & Travis Ahrens, Mentor Alexander Ostojic & Andrea Mitchel, Mentor 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum   



 

 

Lauren Zambelli, Mentor & Trey Kolenda Kyle Theophilus & Karoline Kniss, Mentor 

Raymond Hernandez, Mentor & Erika Sreenan 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum   

Students with industry mentors 

Teresa Severson, Mentor  & Megan Smalter   



 

 

Madison Hart & Julie Bean, Mentor Judy Silverman, Mentor  & John Schlosser 

Sal D’Acquisto & Jason Mezyk, Mentor Adrian Villa & Felipe Cuartas, Mentor 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum  

Students with industry mentors  



 

 

Chris Sullivan, Mentor  & Sean Powers 

Bennie  Benvenuto, Mentor  & Justin Waller 
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     Chicagoland Risk Forum  

Students with industry mentors  

“The CRF was a great experience. I was able to 

learn a lot not only from the seminars, but also 

from my mentor. I was able to ask whatever ques-

tions I had.” -Sean Powers 
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Social Event with the South African 

Interns 

Max Johnson, Simphiwe Mhlongo, Tshepang Seiphetlho, Travis Kniep, Sal D’Acquisto, and Adrian Villa 
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Katie School Hall of Fame Dinner 

2018 Young Leader Award recipient, Jon Perry, with Kelsie 

Klingenberg and Jim Jones 

Katie Alumni in attendance! 



 

 

 

Katie School Advisory Board Chair Walter Cain 
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IICF Week of Giving—Chicago 

Hannah Crawley 

Faye Callahan and Sal D’Acquisto 

    Adrian Villa 



 

 

 

  Max Johnson 
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    Ashley Rieger 

IICF Week of Giving—Chicago  

  Hannah Crawley  and Travis Kniep 

  Chris Hubbard 

Ashley Rieger and Faye Callahan 

with Elmo 
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Katie School students and  Elmo 

IICF Week of Giving - Chicago  

   Katie School students 

Max Johnson, Travis Kniep, Alexa Zito, Hannah Crawley, 

Adrian Villa, Sal D’Acquisto and Luke Reiser 
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Travelers Women’s Leadership Forum  

Morgan Loy on the Forum panel 

Erika Sreenan, Kelsie Griffin, Sarah Puleo and Caroline 

Wilieko 

Sarah Puleo, Debbie Babcock, Caroline Wilieko, Morgan 

Loy, Amanda Vanecko, Katie School Board Member and 

Host Lorie Kates, and Erika Sreenan 
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Travelers Women’s Leadership Forum  

Erika Sreenan, Amanda Vanecko, Sarah Puleo and Caroline Wilieko 

 Amanda Vanecko, Kelsie Griffin, 

Sarah Puleo, Erika Sreenan, Kris-

tine Wissmiller, Caroline Wilieko, 

Morgan Loy  and Lauren Melzer 
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Katie Dalo, Elyse Wright and Mark Rogina  

Cubs Games 

Jon Perry,  Doug Standerfer and Nick Antonacci 

Jon Perry, Brett Glaser and Nick Antonacci  

Jim Bowen,  Chad Lutter,  Tom Ear, Jon Perry, 

Doug Johnson and Bill Jones  
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Gamma Alumni Basketball Tourney 



 

 

 

Matt Dubiel and  Ashley Rieger  
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Katie Dalo, Amanda Hammett, Matt Jercich, Allen 

Kus and Kevin Nieft 

Katie Alumni Allover 

Nick Nudo,  Debbie Babcock, Vanessa Contreras and 

Javier Zavala 

Brett Glaser and  Lorna  



 

 

 

Andy Vuong, Stephanie Hitchins, Doug Johnson and 

Jeremy Gallico  
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Christy Johnson, Elyse Wright, Jon Perry and Matt 

Dubiel 

Katie Alumni Allover 

Katie Worner, Anna Milliken and Laura Sutter Kevin Halteman 
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Katie Alumni Allover  

Marcie Stephen,  Bethany Gildemeister, Madison Hart, 

Hannah Crawley, Alexa Zito, Erin Maciasz and Amanda 

Vanecko 

Marcie Stephan, Kerri Maess and Shelby Punke 

Thomas Fitzgerald and Doug Johnson 

Aaron Puntriano and Adrian Villa 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Zach Kramer, Mark Rogina, Christy Johnson  and Elyse Wright 

Mfon Ekot, Tanner Schultz, Ben Dyer, Ben Delinski and 

Nick Mullinax 

Chris Craveiro and Andy Vuong 

Vanessa Contreras  and Jeremy Gallico 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Chris Craveiro and Royal Charles 

Karly Shannon, Jeremy Gallico and Ashley Rieger 

Stephanie Hitchins, Vanessa Contreras and Jeremy Gallico 

    Dusti Butler 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Jon Perry, Stephanie Hitchins and Doug Johnson 

        Ashley Rieger, Stephanie Hitchins, Doug Johnson, Jon Perry and Ben Delinski 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Jon Perry, Allen Kus and Andy Vuong 

Nick Mullinax,  Morgan Loy  and Lauryn Appelbaum Mfon Ekot, Tanner Schultz and Travis Ahrens  

Nate Yanz and  Sean Fitzgerald 
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Katie Alumni Holiday Social 

Mfon Ekot and Travis Ahrens 

Mark Rogina, Jon Perry, Karly Shannon and Elyse Wright 

Mark Rogina and Javier Zavala 


